CONFIDENTIAL.) (No. 29 of 1877.) 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 21st July 1877. 


INDIAN AND Foreten Po.ttics. 


The Sahachar, of the 9th July, thus writes in its opening editorial 
headed the “ Kuropean War.” In entrusting Reuter with the monopoly of 
supplying telegrams from the seat of war, Government: has: acted in a most 
indiscreet manner.. Reuter is a German, and, like all others of his nation, is 
asecret enemy of England; though, like the petty German Princes, he loves 
English gold. In the present war, he appears to be very unwilling to send 
telegrams regarding the defeat of the Russians. Of all the nations of the 
world, the Russians are perhaps the most given to lying. Even the Emperor 
did not hesitate to utter a falsehood. respecting the occupation of Khiva. 
Reuter is always ready to send the false news supplied him by the Russian 
officers. 


2. The same paper makes the following observations, in another article, 
headed the ‘* Perseverance of Manchester.” To promote self-interest under 
the cloak of philanthropy is one of the principal forms of British fraud. Do 
the readers know how the manufacture of salt was discontinued in this 
country, and the people made dependent on Liverpool for its supply? A 
clamour was all of a sudden raised by an Englishman, that the way in whieh 
salt was made in India, had reduced the Malangis to a form of slavery: 
hence the introduction of a system of monopoly, under which the poverty- 
stricken peasantry have reached the point of starvation. The agitation set 
on foot by this man ruined an important native industry. A similar 
attempt is now made to destroy the cotton mills, which have recently 
been established in this country. ‘The merchants of Manchester, in a fit of 
piety, are demanding the abolition of the import duties levied in India on 
their cotton piece-goods, on the ground that the over-worked Indian mills, 
owing to this duty only, can compete with them. They further urge that it 
is Cruel to allow the mill-owners to work their laborers to death even on 
Sundays. However that might be, the subject: has raised an important 
question in the public mind. Is Parliament, in the matter of taxation, 
competent to interfere in the affairs of India? Can a body, among whom 
there is none to represent India, discuss any measure bearing upon the financial 
policy of this country ? It is otherwise in India itself. Here, although the 
representative system is not in.vogue, still in the Legislative Council there 
are members representing the different provinces; there are also native 
members. Under these circumstances, the Indian Legislative Council is the 
only body that can impose or abolish any tax on India. We hope that 
Parliament will understand its position in this controversy, and not permit 


— to be swayed by the selfish counsel of an interested class of Hnglish- 
en. 
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8. The same paper has an article on the “ Injustice to the Civilians of 
Bengal.” It is observed that the exclusion of the Bengal Civilians from the 
Exevutive Council and the Secretariat of the Government of India has been 
an exceedingly objectionable measure. Lord Lawrence came as the ey) 
geniusof India; and it was during his administration that the ascendancy of 
the Punjab officers became first prominent. Since 1864, Mr. Eden has been 
only six months in the Indian Council, while Mr. R. B. Chapman jg the 
only Secretary of the Indian Government who belongs to the Bengal Civil 
Service. Men of marked abilities, as Messrs. Schalch, Dampier, and Rivers 
Thompson, have occupied comparatively inferior positions, ever since mediocre 
talents, like those of Sir H. Davies, Sir HK. Bayley, or Sir John Strachey, 
have been rewarded with the best appointments in the service. Mr. Schalch 
left this country broken-hearted. We join with the Hindu Patriot ip 
asking Government to pursue a more liberal policy in this matter. The 
Civilians of the North-West and the Punjab are ‘spirited’ men. A comparison 
of the present policy of Government towards the people, with that which 
obtained when the Civilians of this province had seats in the Imperial 
Council, will show as wide a difference as that between heaven and earth. 
The Bengal Civilians do not look upon the natives as if they were dogs and 


jackals. Themselves gentlemen, they know how to treat a gentleman. It is 


they only that seek the good of natives. ‘They themselves do not violate the 
law, just as they prevent others from doing so. This explains how, in spite 
of the encouragement given them by Sir G. Campbell to override the law, with 
two or three exceptions, the large majority of the Magistrates in Bengal 
acted in accordance with that law. The natives have an unbounded faith in 
them. The Punjabi officers, however, are quite another species of men. 
According to them, those only are respected by the natives that are feared 
(hated ?), and the more rigorously they are ruled, the better. _ Lord Lytton’s 
recent reply to the memorial of the British Indian Association on the cess 
question was an outcome of this view. A liberal policy, however, should be 
pursued towards the people if they are to be conciliated. To secure this object 
the Bengal Civilians should have seats in the Imperial Council. Their exclu- 
sion from it is a political error. 

4. The same paper, while it approves of the action of Lord Lytton 
in the Fuller case, condemns the principle announced in the despatch of 
the Secretary of State, which places the Judges of the Indian High Courts 
under the control of the Executive Government. This will destroy the inde- 
pendence of the Judges; a result greatly to be deplored, as the High Courts 
were the only places where the people found protection from the oppressions 
of the executive. Nor is the Viceroy, aided though he may be by the advice 
of the Law Member, competent to review the criminal decisions of the High 
Court. If it were necessary to review them, a higher tribunal, similar to the 
English Privy Council, should be established in India. 

). Adverting to the chronic poverty of the peasantry of this country, 
and the rapacity of the mahajuns, the Bishwa Ddut, of the 11th July, dwells 
on the necessity and the duty, on the part of Government, of establishing @ 
number of agricultural banks, where loans might be obtained at a moderate 
rate of interest. This is one of the many means of improving the position of 
the aative agriculturists, and Government cannot too soon attend to it. 

6. The Cachar correspondent of the Banga Hitaishi, of the 16th July, 
writes the following in the first paragraph of his letter :— 

-  “(Qachar is a non-regulation, province. Anarchy prevails here. The 
managers of the tea plantations are the lords over their coolies, whom they 
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oppress 1n various ways. They do not regard themselves as amenable to any 


authority ; and occasionally disobey the orders of public officers. But being 
Furopeans, no notice is taken of their conduct.” 


Tae Pustic ADMINISTRATION AND THE MUNICIPALITIES. 


7, The Bharat Sangskarak, of the 9th July, thus concludes a notice 
of the last Administration Report of the Calcutta Municipality. On the 
ghole, the elective system introduced last year has proved beneficial and 
suited to the people. Considering the ability and skill. shown by the new 
Commissioners during the short period they have held office, everyone will 
admit the wisdom of the measure, which brought about the retirement of the 
old members. Weare sorry, however, to see such a small number of Kuro- 
peans in the Municipality, though this is entirely due to their indifference ; 
and hope that, by seeking election, they will show a greater degree of 
sympathy with natives than has hitherto been the case. 

8. Wetake the following from an editorial in the same paper, headed 
“Sir James Stephen and the independence of the Judges :’°—We become 
as uneasy tonotice a miscarriage of justice, and the Judge defying with impunity 
public opinion and censure, though clearly showing bias in his judgments, as the 
spectacle of the head of the administration standing a silent spectator of all 
administrative and judicial abuses with the most complete indifference ; nor is 
that state of things less likely to terrify us, in which the highest authority in the 
land wields an irresponsible power over the life and property of the subjects, 
and is not amenable to justice or remonstrance. The fact is, as a subject 
people, living under a foreign rule, our position is one of great difficulty. 
We have no Parliament to make its thundering voice heard. The Native 
Press is without power or spirit. Here the pleaders and the barristers fear the 
Judges. While ours is not a representative system of Government, the 
people have no voice in the administration of the country, and there is no 
public opinion. Hence it is, that we regard with apprehension irresponsible 
power placed in the hand of anyone, whether it be the Judges or the execu- 
tive that claim it; and hence also do we like to seea limit set somewhere 
to the power and independence of everybody. Keeping in view these obser- 
vations, we cannot be too grateful to Sir J. Stephen for his able and closely 
reasoned defence of the action of the Viceroy and the Secretary of State in 
the Fuller case. 

The agitation regarding this case owes its existence wholly to the fact, 
that Lord Lytton has interfered with an executive action of the Judges 
of the High Court. But even if the Viceroy had censured the Court for 
any action done in their judicial capacity, we do not see how such conduct on 
his part could be interpreted as an attempt to deprive the Judges of their 
independence. Since the public and the Press have a right to comment on 
the merits of a decision, and the advocates can, even before the Court, argue 
against it, why should the authority, who is pre-eminently responsible for the 
safety of the administration, be deprived of this power? The more so, in a 
‘ountry where the voice of public opinion is not heard, the condition of the 
iewspaper press is deplorable, and the rulers are vested with despotic 
authority. How ill should that country fare where an invidious distinction of 
color tarnished the administration of justice! Considering that every man 
8 tésponsible to public opinion for his acts, and that even God’s creation 
uroishes matter for study and questioning, what is there to exempt the acts 
of earthly judges from being occasionally condemned? If they are desirous 
” praise and expect promotion for properly doing their duty, they should 
“So be prepared for occasional censure when they happened to deserve it 
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through their faults. How would their promotion be regulated if they wer, 
above criticism? They are but men, and possess, like others, the common 
failings of humanity ; and as such there should be a power of control over them, 


There is again another point to be considered, The Executive Governmen 


may be sued in the civil courts when it does any wrong. It is therefore equally 
necessary to invest the head of the administration with the power of 
reviewing the faulty decisions of the judiciary. In view of these considera. 
tions, we cannot but fully approve of the conduct of the Secretary of State 
in connection with the Fuller case. 


x 2 
9. The Viceroy’s Minute in the Fuller case, says the Hindu Ranjikd, of 
the 11th July, has not proved very effective, considering the number of cages 
of murder successively committed by Huropeans in a short time since the 
publication of that paper. The offenders have been one and all let off with 
nominal punishments by competent judges. The pleas put forth in favour 
of the defendants have been, as usual, diseased spleens. The writer then 


proceeds to give an account of the case of Gordon, who was lately charged 
with the murder of a cooly. 


10. Adverting to the rumour, that Mr. Eden 1s anxious to improve the 
position of the native schoolmasters, the Amrita Bazar Patreka, of the 12th 
July, remarks:—Although the injury inflicted on the country by the imposi- 
tion of a Public Works Cess is not likely to be repaired, still much good 
will have been done if only the misery of these educational officers be 
removed. ‘There was a time when educated natives considered it an honor 
to seek employment in the Education Department; and Government also 
encouraged them by the bestowal of high appointments in the public service. 
This accounts for the fact. that so many of the educated. natives, who nov fill 
responsible posts, were at one time schoolmasters. Those at present thus 
engaged are, however, neglected ; and this prevents competent men from 
entering the Department, and tends to the detriment of the public interests, 

ll. The Samaj Darpan, of the 18th July, thus remarks in reference 
to the present state of the Calcutta Municipality. It seems to be considered 
by some that this body worked better under the old system, and that the 
admission into it of common people has made it worse. This is the view 
of the zemindars and their organs. But an examination of results will show 
that such an opinion could only be prompted by malice, and as suchis 
worthless, | 

12. The Grémbdrid Prakdshika, of the 14th July, writes, in its opening 
article, that the appointment of Babu Rajendra Nath Mitra to the Assist- 
ant Secretaryship of the Bengal Government has exceedingly gratified the 
public, and will remain a lasting monument of Mr. Eden’s appreciation of the 
native character. He has carried out in practice. what other Governors. had 
so long confined to words and speeches. History will testify to all tame that 
he is a true and impartial friend of Bengal. 

13. The Dacca Prakash, of the 15th July, complains that, in the case of 
Hari Mohan Ganguli versus Stack, of the Dacca College, the former 
should have been so arbitrarily dealt with by the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion as to be compelled to withdraw his suit. It was not fair in Mr. Croft 
to bring his own superior official position to bear upon the matter, and 
defeat the ends of justice by intimidating the plaintiff. 

14, The same paper does not see how any good can accrue from the 
hasty manner in which the Lieutenant-Governor, or the officers subordinate 
to him, make their tours through the mofussil. No inquiry is made on such 
occasions as to the wants and grievances of the people, or the way 10 which 


[es 3 
the local authorities do their work. There is only glitter and pomp; and 
processions and festivities occupy the time of the visitors, who are -also misled 
by false reports. It were much to be wished that visits like these, which 

t the people to unnecessary expense, without in the least benefiting them, 


were discontinued. : 
~~ 15. The Sdédhdrani, of the 15th July, offers a few practical suggestions 1° \se., 1677 Le 
for the consideration of those educated natives who are NOW eNgagiNg circulation about 616. 
themselves to promote the good of their country. These are—(1) they shoul 
not constantly set up an idle cry for liberty; and are mistaken if they think 
that they would enjoy, as at present, the blessings of good government 
should the country be free; (2) they should seek to improve the tone of, and 
consolidate native society by, extending to it sympathy and advice; (3) 
they should seek to improve the condition of the peasantry and promote 
commerce and manufactures. oe 

16. The Soma Prakash, of the 16th July, continues the subject noticed Som Paaxasz, 
in paragraph 17 of our last Report, and dwells on the need of establishing a ain as 
parliamentary institution in India. This should be a representative assembly, 
composed of men from all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, and independent 
Native Princes like Scindia and Holkar. All administrative and legislative 
measures should originate with it. The establishment of such an institution 
will also enable Government to effect a vast amount of saving, by the abolition 
of the posts of Lieutenant-Governor and Member of Council. With the 
Viceroy at its head, this Indian Parliament will correspond directly with that 
in England. 

17. Adverting to the grievances of the teachers of the aided schools, Soma Praxas. 
such as their low pay, excessive work, ineligibility to pension, the inconsider- 
ateness of the Secretaries and the rigour of the Inspectors, &c., the same paper 
asks Mr. Eden to take their case into his favourable consideration, ard 
accord them the same privileges which are said to be proposed by him on behalf 
of the superior native officers of the Education Department. 


| Locan GRIEVANCES. | 
18. A correspondent sends a long letter to the Bharat Sangskdarak, Buauat 


of the 9th July, complaining of mismanagement in the affairs of the Joly oc 1877 
Kadihati Municipality. The members, with a view to extend the limits 
of their own gardens, have blocked up the water-courses of the village; 

thus causing a wider prevalence of malarious fever. To patronize their own 

men, two tax-collectors are appointed where one would do; a large sum of 

money is allotted for stationery and other purposes; a paid appointment has 

been made to register births and deaths, a work for which there was no 

necessity. The chowkeedars are engaged mostly in doing the work of the 

domestic servants of the members, and have not sufficient leisure to attend 

to their public duties. Government is asked to institute inquiries into 

these matters. 

_ 19. A correspondent of the Bishwa Dit, of the 11th July, com- —3:s=wa Dor, 
plains that the inhabitants of ChAngripottah, a flourishing village where 7”! 187. 
the Soma Prakdsh formerly used to be published, are greatly troubled by the 
presence among them of a number of abandoned characters, who constantly 
foment litigation. Could not Government do anything towards bringing 
them to justice? | 

_ 20. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 12th July, makes the following obser- passur Mim, * 
vations, in an editorial, headed the “ Hon’ble Mr. Eden and Mymensingh.” _ July 12h, 1877. | 

reparations are being made on an extensive scale to accord a fitting “tien shot 66. | 
reception to His Honor, when he visits this district. But it is to be feared 
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that he will thus obtain only a superficial view of this place and jt, 
inhabitants; there will be no-one to tell him of its wants and grievances 
The following points therefore should be brought to his notice :— 


(1.) A new sub-division should be formed, having its head-quarters 
at Netrakoné. The district of Mymensingh is so large that 
it was once resolved to break it up into two; but owing to. 
financial or other considerations, which are not known to 
the public, the proposal was never carried out in practice, 
We do not indeed go so far; but maintain that the forma- 
tion of a new sub-division has become exceedingly neces- 
sary. Places in the jurisdiction of Netrakond, Susanga, 
and others are a long way off from the head-quarters of 
the district ; still people are obliged, for the sake of their 
business, to accomplish this long journey. 

(2.) The state of the Brahmaputra, which is the only means of 
communication between this district and other places in 
Eastern Bengal, is such as augers ill for the inland trade of 
this part of the country. The river has silted up in many 
places; and unless means are used for setting free the 
channel, there will be no hope of commercial prosperity 
for the people. The funds of the road cess, which have 
now been doubled by recent legislation, together with con- 
tributions obtained from the local zemindars, should be 
applied towards the accomplishment of this object. 

(3)—The wretched condition of the court-house. No less than four — 
officers, with their usual complement of omlah and records, 
are all huddled together in a small building. 

(4)—The Maharajah of Susanga has been reduced to the greatest 
difficulty by being deprived of the Garo Hills, which are 
his lawful property. Government should consider his case 
favourably. 


21. <A correspondent of the Grambdrtd Prakdshikd, of the 14th 
July, writing from Fazilpore, near Sailkupa, in sub-division Jhenidah, com- 
plains that the Road Cess Funds are seldom expended for the benefit of the 
villagers, who contribute by far the larger portion of the cess ; the inhabitants 
of the district and sub-divisional head-quarters reaping the advantage thereof. 
The writer then directs the attention of the authorities to the necessity 
of constructing a road and a bridge across the shal which intervenes from 


Bijliar Hatkhola to Sailkupé Hat. 
FAMINE. 


22. We extract the following passage from an article in the Hindu 
Mitaishini, of the 14th July, headed ‘‘ Famine in Eastern Bengal.” Distress 
from scarcity of rice has already commenced in Chittagong, Noakholly, and 
in a portion of Burrisal, and relief is urgently needed. An eight-anna - 
crop may be expected, but even that is not free from unforeseen casualties. 
The people buy food with difficulty, in exchange for their gold and silver 
ornaments; so that there is a glut of these metals. The former sells at 
Rs. 12 and the latter at eight annas a éold. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


28. The Urdu Guide publishes the following about the Al-jawdib, 
a Constantinople paper. The editor of the 4/-jawdib, in the issues of the 6th 
and 10th June, states that the Ottoman Government has given positive orders 


ae Ee 


that only such news of the war should be published as appears in the Govern- 


ment paper, and that consequently the 4 -jawad is obliged to act in accord- 
ance with that order. : 


On this, the editor of the Urdu Guide remarks that, though the freedom 
of the Press implies the freedom of the country, yet on certain occasions 
restraint on such liberty becomes absolutely necessary, as in the case of the 
Mutiny of 1857, when both English and Native papers were restricted, and 
that by the enactment of a special law for the purpose, which was annulled 
as soon as the calamity calling for its enactment had passed away; and the 
editor hopes that the 4/-jawazb will soon get out of its present difficulty. 


BENGALI TRANSLATORS OFFICE, 
The 21st July 1877. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 


Government Bengali Translator. 


ERRATUM. 


In page 7 of the last Weekly Report, in the heading of paragraph 22, 
for “* Local Government” read ‘* Local Grievances.” 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the week ending 


the 21st July 1877. ‘ 
No. Name. Place of publication. ee ot a ‘ Date. 
: a ) 
1 | “ Rungpore Dik Prakaésh”’... | Kékinié, Rungpore __... | Weekly ..{ %th June 1877. 
2|“Bhérat Sangskérak” ... | Calcutta see | Ditto ooo | Oth July 1877. 
3 | “ Sahachar ” | Ditto iia ... | Ditto . | 9th ditto. 
4 |‘ Hindu Ranjika” Beauleah, R&jsh&ihye Ditto llth ditto. 
5 | “ Bishwa Dat” Taligunj, Calcutta Ditto »» | llth = ditto. 
6 | “Bharat Mihir”’ ... | Mymensingh Ditto | i2th ditto. 
7 |“ Amrita Bazér Patriké”’ ... | Calcutta Ditto .. | 42th = ditto. 
8 | “Samaj Darpan” | Ditto ses Ditto . | 18th = ditto. 
9 | “ Education Gazette’? _... | Hooghly Ditto ... | 18th = ditto. 
10 | ‘ Moorshedabad Patriké’”’... | Berhampore Ditto . { 18th. ditto. 
11 | “‘ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi’’ | Ditto Ditto ... | 18th — ditto. 
12 | “‘ Pratikér ”” | Ditto Ditto .. | 18th = ditto. 
13 | “Sulabha Samachar ”’ .. | Calcutta Ditto .. | 4th = ditto. 
14 | “ Grémbaérta Prakashika”’... | Comercolly Ditto 14th ditto. 
15 | “ Hindu Hitaishini”? Dacca Ditto 14th ditto. 
16 | “ Dacca Prakash ” Ditto ase Ditto 15th ditto. 
17 | “ Howrah Hitakari ”’ Bethar, Howra Ditto 15th ditto. 
18 | “ Sédhérani’”’ Chinsurah Ditto 15th = ditto. 
19 | “Sambfid Bhiskar ” Calcutta Ditto 16th = ditto. 
20 | “Soma Prakash ” ... | Bhowanipore . Ditto 16th ditto. 
21 | “ Banga Hitaishi” | Ditto me | Ditto 16th ditto. 
22 | “Samachar Chandriké” ... | Calcutta ove . | Daily 16th, 18th, and 20th July 1877. 
23 | “‘Sambad Prabhékar’’ ...| Ditto ne | Ditto 13th to 16th July 1877. 
24 | “SambédParnachandrodaya”| Ditto se | Ditto »». | 12th to 20th July 1877. 
25 | “ Bangavidy& Prakdshiké’’ Ditto wa ». | Ditto | ... | 12th to 20th ditto. 
26 | “Urdu Guide” (in Urdu)... | Ditto se os | Weekly .. | 14th July 1877. 
27 | “ Behér Bandhu” (in Hindi) | Bankipore, Patna «| Ditto | 18th ditto. 
28 | “ Jém-Jahén-numa ” (tn | Calcutta io .. | Ditto ... | 20th = ditto. 
Persian.) 
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